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Recycling needs the right action 
at all stages of the circle

Separate 
collection

Quality 
paper for 
recycling 

Design for 
Recyclability

Information on 
products and 
collection methods

Use of paper 
for recycling

Investment in 
recycling capacities



European Recycling 
1991 - 2017



Recycling Rate in World Regions
in 2016



Paper Recycling 
VS Paper Consumption



National Recycling Rates 
in Europe



Reduction of Specific Emissions of 
CO2 per tonne of paper production 
in Europe 2005 - 2017



2017 Packaging Recycling Rates

Paper and board is the most recycled packaging material in Europe



European Paper 
Recycling Awards

• Last edition 
October 2017

• Next edition: 
winter 2019/2020



CEPI approach to separate collection
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The basics: separate means separate

Separate collection Commingled collection



Selective collection where appropriate
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• Where there is a local market for 
graphic paper

• Where the population is already well 
informed about the benefits of 
separation 
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1. they are significant enough

2. they disturb the standard paper 
recycling process

3. they are totally recyclable only in 
dedicated paper mills

4. they contain residues

Multilayered paper packaging

Should be collected separately from paper and board
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• where they occur in large quantities: 
separate stream 

• In the household: lightweight 
packaging 

• From both streams they should be 
sorted and recycled in dedicated 
mills

Other layered packaging

Should be collecting depending on the source
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• If stains → collect with the paper & board fraction

• If solid residues → clean first, then collect with the paper and board fraction.

• If cleaning is not possible, collect with the residual waste

Food contact material

Should be cleaned and recycled



How to collect certain fractions to reach 
the right paper recycling mill?
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Thank you
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CEPI aisbl / Confederation of European Paper Industries

250 Avenue Louise, Box 80, B-1050 Brussels

Tel: +32 2 627 49 11 / Fax: +32 2 624 81 37

mail@cepi.org

www.cepi.org 

Follow us :  @CEPI_Paper

@CEPIPaper

CEPI Cam!

www.linkedin.com/company/cepi
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may infringe upon intellectual property rights, please inform us at mail@cepi.org.
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